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Ruth were true partners in the business. He
supplied the vision and sales skills that helped
to build the company. She contributed down-
to-earth, practical business sense, managing
many aspects of the bakery’s operations, par-
ticularly in the early years. At a time when this
kind of arrangement was not very common in
American business, they drew equal salaries.
Today, their company continues to be based
on trust and mutual respect among all employ-
ees. It is a major part of the economy in
Southeast Tennessee. In addition to the facil-
ity in Collegedale, it has plants in Apison,
Tenn.; Gentry, Ark., and Stuarts Draft, Va.,
and markets its products in all 50 states, Can-
ada, Puerto Rico and U.S. military bases
worldwide.

Truly, it is fitting that we pause to honor
O.D. McKee and the wonderful legacy he and
his wife, Ruth, built.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. JOSEPH J. JA-
COBS: ENTREPRENEUR, HUMANI-
TARIAN, AND NOMINEE TO RE-
CEIVE THE PRESIDENTIAL CITI-
ZENS MEDAL

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Joseph J. Jacobs, an re-
nowned entrepreneur who created the Joseph
J. Jacobs Engineering Group many years ago.
Dr. Jacobs is a chemical engineer by profes-
sion, who has over the years become an out-
standing humanitarian, an economist, an edu-
cator, a philanthropist, and an author who
wrote a book in 1995 entitled: The Compas-
sionate Conservative which became the by-
word of President George W. Bush’s Adminis-
tration. Above all, this proud Lebanese-Amer-
ican became a great good friend of mine.

I have recently written to President George
W. Bush asking him to award Joseph Jacobs
the Presidential Citizens Medal, an award that
recognizes citizens who have performed ex-
emplary deeds of service for their country or
their fellow citizens and one that is awarded at
the sole discretion of the President.

Mr. Speaker I ask unanimous consent that
my letter to President George W. Bush recom-
mending that he award the Presidential Citi-
zens Medal to Dr. Joseph Jacobs, be printed
hereafter in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. On
reading this letter, a tribute to Joseph J. Ja-
cobs, my colleagues will be reminded of the
numerous citizens in the United States who
are sons and daughters of immigrants, who
have worked hard to create businesses that in
turn create jobs and good fortune for them-
selves and others.

Dr. Joseph Jacobs, son of immigrants from
Lebanon, has used his fortune to establish the
Jacobs Family Foundation in order to perpet-
ually give back to the citizens of the United
States through education, through humani-
tarian services for underrepresented groups,
and through love for his fellow human beings.

APRIL 17, 2001.
Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
President, The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: For many years it
has been my distinct privilege to have as a

good friend, Dr. Joseph J. Jacobs, Chairman
of the Board, Jacobs Engineering Group,
Inc., in Pasadena, California, who is a great
humanitarian who has contributed an abun-
dance to society during his lifetime.

I am writing to highly recommend a Presi-
dential Citizens Medal for Dr. Jacobs which,
in your discretion, you can award at any
time during this year should you decide to
do so (in accordance with Executive Order
No. 11494 issued by then President Nixon).

The Presidential Citizens Medal is awarded
in recognition of citizens of the United
States who have performed exemplary deeds
of service for their country or their fellow
citizens and is issued at your sole discretion.

Dr. Joseph J. Jacobs is the founder and
chair of the Jacobs Engineering Group of
international renown with numerous world-
wide divisions, is more than 50 years old. He
built his company from a one-man chemical
process consultancy to its present status as
the leading engineering-construction com-
pany in the United States if not the world.

For many years Dr. Jacobs served as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Polytechnic University of New York (1974–
1984 and 1992 to 1994). The University has
named the Administration building for Dr.
Jacobs and a chair in the Chemical Engineer-
ing Department has been established in his
and Mrs. Jacob’s names. On April 29, 2001 Dr.
Jacobs will be honored for his contributions
to the St. Nicholas Home, a non-sectarian,
non-profit nongovernmental support resi-
dence for the elderly in Brooklyn, New York.
His contributions to the education system
and humanitarian efforts in the area of his
birth, marks Dr. Jacobs as a remarkable
leader who gives back to society in recogni-
tion of the support he received over the
years in making Jacobs Engineering Group
one of the finest in the United States

The recipient of many awards in the Chem-
ical Engineering world, Dr. Jacobs has estab-
lished the Jacobs Family Foundation, which
targets its philanthropy on the issues of
community based economic development,
youth and families at risk, Arab-American
cultural awareness and access to educational
and training opportunities for under rep-
resented groups. In addition to grant sup-
port, the Foundation provides technical as-
sistance to non-profits in the areas of stra-
tegic planning, leadership development and
fund raising.

Dr. Jacobs is the author of numerous arti-
cles on Chemical Engineering and econom-
ics, and was a contributing author to the En-
cyclopedia of Chemical Technology. Having
made substantial contributions to the study
of a number of serious social issues, one re-
sulted in a highly praised PBS program aired
in 1986 on ‘‘The Problems of Aging Parents of
Adult Children.’’

In 1991, Dr. Jacobs completed his autobiog-
raphy ‘‘The Anatomy of an Entrepreneur:
Family, Culture and Ethics’’ from which we
learn that he traces his high standards of
morality and ethics back to the ethnic back-
ground of his family and the Lebanese Amer-
ican community in Brooklyn, NY where he
was born and raised.

Dr. Jacob’s second book reflecting these
values was entitled, ‘‘The Compassionate
Conservative’’ published by Huntington
House in 1995, and a second edition was pub-
lished in December 1999; a book whose title
you have made the by-word of your Adminis-
tration.

It is my profound hope that you will award
the Presidential Citizens Medal to Dr. Jo-
seph Jacobs in the coming year, an award
that is made solely at your discretion. From
the foregoing, and from the attached biog-
raphy on Dr. Jacobs, I believe that you will
agree that he is an exemplary man who de-
serves your recognition.

I will look forward to your response to this
sincere request on behalf of a wonderful man
who has given much to the citizens of the
United States throughout a lifetime of hard
work and achievement.

With warm regard, I am
Sincerely,

NICK J. RAHALL II,
Member of Congress.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN MUSEUM IN PHILA-
DELPHIA

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor the African American Museum in
Philadelphia (AAMP) upon its selection by the
Smithsonian Institution as a new Smithsonian
Affiliate. Thus, AAMP becomes the only mu-
seum in Philadelphia, the fourth in Pennsyl-
vania and one of 67 cultural institutions across
the nation with such a designation.

The Smithsonian affiliate outreach program
brings the institution closer to all Americans by
creating exhibition opportunities throughout the
nation by the sharing of its collections and re-
sources. And, the affiliation provides AAMP
with opportunities to display objects from its
collections in the Smithsonian’s Arts and In-
dustries building on the national Mall in Wash-
ington, DC.

Founded in 1976, in celebration of the U.S.
Bicentennial, the AAMP is dedicated to col-
lecting, preserving and interpreting material
and intellectual culture of African Americans.
AAMP attracts a multi-cultural, multi-
generational audience. Located in the First
Congressional District, the Museum has a col-
lection of more than 500,000 objects, images
and documents.

AAMP will open its inaugural exhibition
marking the affiliation, Affirmations: Objects
and Movements, September 20, 2001. The ex-
hibition will contain objects from the
Smithsonian’s national museums of American
History, American Art and the Anacostia Mu-
seum and Center for African American History
and Culture.

The incorporation of the AAMP into the Affil-
iate program is an important milestone in the
history of this vital institution and it also coin-
cides with the Museum’s celebration of its
25th anniversary.
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES RAMOS, SR.

HON. JOE BACA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this
opportunity to extend my personal regards and
congratulations to James Ramos, Senior, on
the occasion of his 60th birthday.

May this special day be filled with joy and
happiness and may the future bring James
good health, abundant wealth and the time to
enjoy both.

James is the youngest of eight children,
born and raised in the East Highlands commu-
nity, and started to work in support of his fam-
ily as a young man of fourteen in a citrus
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packinghouse. He went on to serve his coun-
try in the Army and returned to work for the
San Bernardino Unified School District for over
26 years. He has always modeled a strong
work ethic for his family, and those who love
him, speak of his lifelong dedication of service
to others.

James should be proud of his marriage of
35 years to the beautiful Rena, and of the four
wonderful children he has raised to be up-
standing and contributing citizens and proud
parents, in their own right.

‘‘Jaime’’, my friend, may the rain always fall
gently on your house and may your face al-
ways greet the rising sun.

James’ family offers the following on the oc-
casion of his birthday:

Touching our lives with his gentle strength
and guiding us through the years, everyone
cherishes ‘‘Jaime’’ for the contributions he has
made. Growing up, we remember our father
for fishing with bologna, jerky and Velveta
Cheese, for playing ‘‘Billy Boy’’ on his guitar
while we danced and sang along, and how
much dedication he has committed toward
leading our family.

Raised in the East Highlands Community,
he was the youngest of eight. Over the years
he has accomplished so much.

His strong work ethic can be used as an ex-
ample to us all. Starting at the mere age of
14, he worked in a packinghouse. Dad has
served in the United States Army. And he has
worked for 26 years for the San Bernardino
School District. All of his hard work and dedi-
cation to serving others has been shown by
living his dream of working with state and local
dignitaries. He has been manied to Rena for
35 years. Together they have four children:
Ken, Alaina, James and Tom Tom, while Bar-
bara is loved as well. Instilling the importance
of higher education he encouraged his chil-
dren to pursue college. He is also a grand-
father of 14 and has a great-grandchild on the
way.

Dad, we love you. Don’t ever think for one
day that the things you do go unnoticed be-
cause not only does God see them, we do
too.—Love, Your Kids.
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A TRIBUTE TO MR. BILL
WILLIAMS

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, each morning in
my hometown of Crowley, in the heart of
South Louisiana’s Cajun Country, residents
turn on the radio to a familiar sound. Between
the classic melodies of the 1930s and 40s, lis-
teners are treated to their daily dose of local
news, talk and happenings in and around the
Crowley area. In many households, this start
to each new day is a family tradition. Young
and old alike tune in to AM 1450 in the early
hours of each morning to hear the voices of
Bill Williams and Shel Kanter supply the local
news, school lunch menus, and the ever-pop-
ular mystery quiz. Far from ordinary and al-
ways full of surprises, Bill and Shell truly are
the ‘‘voices’’ of Crowley.

Bill and his partner Shel have made the Bill
Williams/Shel Kanter radio program a morning
staple. Forty-four years of continuous air time

is a feat in any media market, but Bill and
Shel offer so much more than a radio show.
They perform a service to our community each
morning, by getting our day off to a positive
start and reminding us that humor is the rule
rather than the exception.

I would like to honor Mr. Bill Williams for his
lifetime of service and dedication to the citi-
zens of Crowley. I join with the Crowley com-
munity in commending him for his selfless and
tireless efforts to better and promote our
home. Though he was bom in Illinois, and
spent a considerable portion of his life in the
Northeast, Bill has become such a vital part of
our community over the past 44 years, that it
is difficult to imagine there is any other place
he would desire to call home.

Off the air, Bill is a leader in the Town of
Crowley. He serves on the Crowley City Coun-
cil and has worked diligently to make the Inter-
national Rice Festival one of the most recog-
nized cultural celebrations in Louisiana. He is
commonly known as ‘‘Mr. Rice Festival,’’ and
he was recently honored by the Louisiana
Rural Tourism Commission for his success in
growing the annual event. Bill has made the
Rice Festival an annual celebration of our
area’s rich agricultural industry, culture, cui-
sine and history. Today, the International Rice
Festival is the oldest and largest agricultural
festival in Louisiana, due in large part to Bill’s
efforts.

I want to offer him a heartfelt thanks for his
constant efforts to build upon Crowley’s tradi-
tion of excellence. Bill, I honor you, I honor
your devotion to the betterment of our commu-
nity, and most importantly I thank you for your
lifetime of dedication to our wonderful home-
town.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on April 3 and
4, I was unable to cast my votes on roll call
votes: No. 76 on motion to suspend the rules
and pass H.R. 768; No. 77 on motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Res. 91; No.
78 on motion to suspend the rules and agree
to H. Res. 56 as amended; No. 79 on motion
to suspend the rules and agree to H. Con.
Res. 66; No. 80 on agreeing to the resolution
H. Res. 111; No 81 on motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 642 as amended; No. 82
on agreeing to the substitute amendment to
H.R. 8 offered by Mr. RANGEL; No. 83 on mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 8 with instructions; and
No. 84 on passage of H.R. 8. Had I been
present for the votes, I would have voted
‘‘yea’’ on roll call votes 76, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82,
83, and ‘‘nay’’ on roll call votes 77 and 84.
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A TRIBUTE TO RHODA STAHL

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Rhoda Stahl on the celebra-
tion of her 90th birthday on Thursday, April 26,
2001.

Rhoda has lived a long and fullfilling life.
She married her childhood sweetheart, Harry
Stahl, on March 1, 1931. Together they had
three children, Renee, Joel, and Larry. After
the birth of their second child, the family
moved to Long Island City, NY.

While in Long Island City she aided her hus-
band by serving as the First Lady of Con-
gregation Adath Israel while he was the
congegation’s President.

Rhoda was a devoted wife and mother dur-
ing her 58 years of marriage to Harry. In 1978,
she retired to Florida and then in 1989 she
moved to San Diego, to live the rest of her
long life near her daughter Renee.

Rhoda is now the proud grandmother of
nine and great-grandmother of six. She is for-
tunate enough to spend her 90th birthday with
friends and family from New York, Maryland,
Virginia, and San Francisco.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in ex-
tending my best wishes and congratulations to
Rhoda Stahl on the occasion of her 90th birth-
day and in wishing her many more happy and
healthy years with her loving family.
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EARTH DAY

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on Earth Day,
we celebrate an important milestone of the
modern environmental movement in 1970, and
we celebrate three decades of progress in
protecting the environment. Thanks to the per-
sistence and hard work of environmental
champions from all walks of life, Americans
enjoy cleaner air and cleaner water than in
1970.

Yet we still have far to go to achieve a sus-
tainable approach to living on the Earth. We
need leaders who have the vision to see that
the fate of human beings and the environment
are inextricably intertwined. We need leaders
who appreciate that with new ideas, new prac-
tices, and new technologies, we can enjoy
prosperity and economic growth without sacri-
ficing the environment.

Instead, in his first 100 days in leadership,
President Bush has acted swiftly to roll back
a series of initiatives to protect the environ-
ment and human health:

Arsenic. Revoked new regulations to reduce
the level of arsenic, a known carcinogen, in
drinking water.

Hard-rock mining. Dumped new regulations
that would make it tougher for mining compa-
nies to walk away from pollution caused by
mining.

Global warning. Broke his campaign prom-
ise to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, the
primary cause of global warming.

Kyoto protocol. Announced that the United
States—which has already signed the Kyoto
protocol to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions—will withdraw from any further negotia-
tions and will not seek ratification of the cli-
mate change treaty.

National forests. Postponed rules to protect
58 million acres in our national forests by pro-
hibiting new roads, and is widely expected to
try to overturn the new rules completely.

National monuments. Encouraged proposals
to change boundaries and loosen protections
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